carnations
sometimes with real irritation. More than once 1 reminded him
of our very first interviews on naval policy> in the June of 1897, at
Kiel, on my recall from Rome, Kaced with the problem of con-
structing our navy without coming into conflict with England we
must not, as I had reminded him in the words of the Roman poet,
'* pwpwr vitam viwnJi pwdm MUMS" Now, twelve years later, I
told the Emperor that I felt obliged to repeat this warning empha-
tically, more emphatically than over before- We had constructed
our fleet for our own defence, I said, hut we must not let this pro-
tective weapon become a cause of cotnplete estrangement from the
English.
My last seven months in office can only be really understood in
conjunction with the peculiar emotional, unbalanced, and inco-
herent temperament of William II. On the surface his behaviour
towards me remained the same; in many ways he was even more
considerate, contradicted me rarely and unwillingly, and only
showed irritation when I begun to broach the naval question. But
at the same time, he seemed over-anxious about my health, although
I had never felt better in my life.
On 6th February 1909, my wife's birthday, he visited us with the
Kaiserin, to congratulate her, bringing a handsome bouquet of red
carnations, his favourite flower. But on all ,sides I heard that,
behind my back, the Kmperor not only Hpoke of me with disfavour
but had begun to tell ail sorts of stories concerning the November
crisis and my attitude while it lasted. AH this made my work ex-
tremely difficult It was harder in any case than it had been when
I could count on the solid support ot the three Chiefs of Cabinet,
Lucanus, Httlsen, and von Senden* Of these the last had often
complicated my foreign policy by his tactlessness and anti-English
prejudice, but, notwithstanding, had felt it necessary, in the interests
of the Empire and the dynasty, that I should remain at the head of
affairs, and so had always opposed intrigues against me* His
successor, Admiral von MUller, was more suave and pliable but less
dependable, and entirely sycophantic towards the K,aiser, But, at
bottom, the admiral was a muddle-headed pictiat and pacifist,
tendencies which, no doubt, did infinite credit to his good-hearted-
ness, but which scarcely qualified him to represent that brilliant
spirit of active resolution which distinguished our navy. Count
Httlsen-Haeseler had succeeded Adjutant-General von Hahnk&
Von Hahnke, much older than myself, I had felt as a benevolent
and thoroughly reliable guide, Httlsen had been my personal
friend for many years. During the November crisis he died sud-